The Shy Musk Ox Who Saved the Day

Once upon a time, in the vast, snowy plains of the Arctic, there lived a young musk ox
named Olly. Olly had thick, shaggy fur that kept him warm during the icy winters and strong
legs that could trample through the deepest snow. But there was one thing about Olly that
made him different from the other musk oxen in his herd: he was very shy.

Olly loved to play with the other young musk oxen, but he always stayed at the edge of the
group. When they raced across the snow, Olly ran behind them, not because he couldn't
keep up, but because he was afraid of tripping and making a fool of himself. When they
huddled together for warmth, Olly stood a little apart, worried that he might accidentally
push someone with his large, curved horns.

One cold winter morning, Olly and his herd were grazing on the sparse patches of grass that
peeked through the snow. Suddenly, the wind picked up, and a loud howl echoed through
the plains. The herd looked up and saw a pack of hungry wolves approaching.

The leader of the herd, a wise old musk ox named Thane, quickly gathered the herd into a
tight circle, with the youngest and weakest in the center. The musk oxen formed a wall of fur
and horns, ready to defend themselves.

But Olly, standing a little apart as usual, didn't notice the danger until it was almost too
late. He saw the wolves closing in and felt a rush of fear. His first instinct was to run and
hide, but then he remembered something his mother had told him: "Olly, you are strong
and brave, just like every musk ox. Trust in yourself and in the herd."

Taking a deep breath, Olly charged toward the circle, positioning himself right next to
Thane. The old leader gave him an approving nod. Together, they lowered their heads and
faced the wolves.

The wolves were fierce, but the musk oxen were fiercer. They held their ground, their strong
legs and sharp horns keeping the predators at bay. Olly felt a surge of courage as he stood
shoulder to shoulder with his herd. His fear melted away, replaced by a fierce
determination to protect his friends and family.



After what felt like hours, but was only a few minutes, the wolves realized they couldn't
break through the musk oxen's defense. One by one, they slunk away, defeated. The herd
let out a collective sigh of relief and nuzzled each other in celebration.

Thane turned to Olly and said, "You were brave today, Olly. You stood with us when it
mattered most."

Olly smiled, his shyness forgotten. He had found his courage and proved to himself that he

was just as strong and brave as any other musk ox. From that day on, Olly never stood apart
from the herd again. He played, raced, and huddled with his friends, knowing that together,
they were unstoppable.

And so, Olly the musk ox taught us all a valuable lesson: True bravery is not the absence of
fear, but the strength to overcome it and stand with those you love.

The end.



